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il shaped the city
il they call Aome.

# Whether in ser-
% vice to his

i country or to

i his community,

{ his century.

| where Bill’s
! leadership in
il government
i during the past 40 years helped shape
{ our city into a thriving community

The End of
an Era

Oll January 28th Fridley lost one

of its favorite sons with the passing of
Bill Nee.

We will all
miss Bill very
much; our
younger citi-
zens should be
told of his
many contribu-
tions that

Bill, with Kay
& their family,
left his mark on

Nowhere can
this be better
seen than here

in Fridley,

which is home to world class businesses
along side of family friendly neighbor-

hoods.

f Bill is irreplaceable; we hope only that

fl our prayers and remembrances will give
@ Kay and her family some strength and

i comfort as they grieve Bill’s passing.

The Dawn of a
New Century

ridley

enters a new century
and the role of The

. Fridley Historical
grows more valuable as we pre-
pare for life in a new millenium.

Today, fewer Fridley citizens
remember the early days of our
community. FHS has a unique
opportunity to serve a vital role
in civic life.

Through exhibits, such as 1965
Fridley Tornado, FHS seeks to
preserve the experiences of the

past and to pass them on to our

younger citizens as they create
Fridley’s future.

‘We should consider honoring
Bill Nee’s memory by re-
dedicating ourselves to com-
munity service. We should
honor all the women & men
during the past half century
who gave of their time and vi-
sion to make our community a
better place to live and work.

The Fridley Historical Society
is an excellent place to make a
brighter future by understand-
ing the past.

February Meeting
Monday, February [4th
6 pm
Pot Luck Dinner

see
page 3



FUNDRAISIMNG PERILS

-] -

The
casino trips, which have been run so brilliantly by
Gloria and Chuck Hayes, are in serious jeopardy!
These trips which have been the backbone of FHS
fundraising now face stiff competition from a group
running similar trips out of the Fridley Senior Center.

[ n 2 "

As most of our members are aware, the State Legisla-
ture appropriated $50,000 during its 1999 session to
enable the Fridley Historical Society to make im-

. provements to our museum.

Although any capital improvement made to our facil-
ity following the passage of this appropriation could
be paid for from these funds, the Board has earmaked
much of this money to complete improvements to all
exterior windows and doors, including the wrapping
of all exterior trim with aluminum to eliminate the
need for future painting.

These gambling junkets have been the #1
source of income for our museum; their
demise would threaten the entire health of
the Fridley Historical Society.

In similar ominous news, La Gondola, the
restaurant which has regularly catered
FHS’s annual Lasagna Dinner, has in-
formed Gloria Hayes that they are closing
their business, and as the result, will no
longer be able to cater this event.

Further, the Fridley Community Center,
the scheduled site of this year’s April 29th |
dmner, has informed Gloria that changes in £
policies will necessitate our paying for the

services of a janitor. The over-time rate of
this item will cost FHS an additional $175.

b
i3

&
event into the red. The Board discussed |
several altemnate caterers who might be
able to supply the meal at a similar cost. However, it

is highly unlikely that a new caterer will include serv-
ing the meal in their competitive bid.

Finally, FHS will again be in charge of the Commu-
nity Garage Sale, which this year will be part of the
City’s 49er Day celebrations. The sale will again be
held at Columbia Arena which will also host a Flea
Market, Carnival, Street Dance, Bingo Parlour as
well as several food merchants, including a Beer
Garden.

FHS could use volunteers to staff this important
fund-raiser; please let a Board member know if you

are interested in helping out.

ke § Mel Manley has worked very hard ob-

?é;;g, taining bids for this project; the leading

-# bid for this project is from the same com-

| pany that reroofed the Museum, Home

'R Owner Inprovements; their bid is ap-
 # proximately $36,000.

Once this large project is complete, the

| Board will review whether it will seek re-
imbursement for recently completed pro-
jects which would qualify under the ap-

i propriation.

Members are encouraged to drop a thank-
¥ you note to our local legislators who
worked so hard to obtain these funds for
us:
Letters may be adressed to each legislator either
at their e-mail address or by contacting them at
their respective office at the address below:

State Office Building
Saint Paul, MN 55155

The Honorable Senator Don Betzold

[Office #306]
sen.don.betzold@senate.leg. state.mn.us

The Honorable Representative Alice Johnson

[Office #349 ]
rep.alice.johnson@house.leg. state.mn. us

The Honorable Representative Satveer Chaudhary

[Office #311]
rep.satveer.chaudhary@house.leg.state.mn.us




School House
News

Valentine’s Day
Monday, February 14th at 6 pm.

meeting will be a Pot Luck; Bonnie & Phil Novack
will be showing slides from their trip to Europe.

Fix up something good, grab your
sweetie, and head on down to the
Museum for a
romantic
European
experience!

Thanks to Pete Bonesteel for do-
nating carpeting for the Reference
Room. This new facility is

finally taking shape!

Jeanne Peters presented the Board
with the newly created forms to be

used when accepting donated items.

A lively discussion was conducted
regarding how to implement these
new procedures.

In particular, there was debate on
whether items currently on loan to
the Museum can remain in the col-
lections without becoming the per-
manent property of The Fridley
Historical Society.

Although no permanent decision
has been made regarding these bor-
rowed items, members are still
strongly urged to contact Jeanne
about any items currently on loan
to the Museum which a member

does not intend to become the permanent propery of

FHS.

Fridiey Historical Saciety

The February It has been a bit of a

Membership § sad winter around the "n e
meeting will be Museum this year.
held on
- f The Fridley Histori- I-aSI
This month’s * § cal Society wishes to
. f extend its wnrll
. J| deepest sympathies

and

Upcommg Evenl's . f condolences to Corine Kirkham
@ it # whose brother passed away last
,anesom Hlstory Center“_ month.
- www.mnhs.org/events/calendar/mhc.htmi i

| The Fridley Historical Society also
regrets to report to you of the pass-

'-.‘Febmary 19tlr ine of ial ber. Frank
g of a very special member, Fran

i gg: %themf;nnbﬁ.?gmg:,fugggm fi Frischmon. Frank was a charter

ity i i member of our Society. Our

| thoughts and prayers are with
Frank’s family and friends during
this very difficult time; we will all
dearly miss him.

Fehmary 26th el
Orgamzmg Yonr Genealoglcal

Anoka County
Historical Society’s

Presidents’ Day
Luncheon

Noon
February 21st

American Legion Post #102
400 West Main Street
Anoka

m _conﬁrm dates & um&s
: 651.296 6126

—— e

Tickets are $8.50 per person

o V4 e 2 AR AT

Reservations

; 612.421.0600




Upcoming Casino Trips

February 16th -SOLD OUT-

March 15th -Seats Available_

For Tickets
Call Gloria

571-3727
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LASAGNA DINNER ON SCHEDULE

S . ..-\.,..;“"""l._,...m TR A A ST

As reported last month, the Fridley Historical Society’s annual Lasicyva Din-
~ER fund-raiser was in jeopardy as the result of La Gondola’s decision to dis-
continue catering our event. Previous estimates indicated that using an alter-

nate caterer would add substantial expense to this event seriously cutting into
potential profits.

WHAT A DIFFERENCE A MONTH MAKES!

.

Thanks to the fast actions of our members, the LasiGnva DINNER is now on track
to possibly be even more successful then in the past. The Board heard several
proposals for new food partners in this event; most promoted a switch to
spaghetti in order to retain the dinner’s profitability. In the end, the Board
unanimously agreed to select Bos’s Propuce Ranc. We all should thank Jerry
Reitter for arranging the details.

T

Bob Schroer offered to cater a lasagna meal along with salad and bread with-
out servers for a very reasonable price. The meal is rounded out with
McDonaLp’s orange drink and KEssps ice cream. This means that FHS needs
the cooperation of its members to make this event a complete success by offer-
ing to help set-up, serve dinner, & clean up.

FEERTL NI

The Lasicya DINNER is scheduled for Saturday, April 29th. Doors will open at
4:30 with live Dixie land jazz courtesy of the FripLey Crry Bayp. Dinner is
served at 5:00 pm with the RaFrLE to follow. The whole event is scheduled to
wrap up by 7:30 pm, tickets are $6.75 and are available at the FRIDLEY SENIOR
CENTER.

T o AR RS I R RS

orical 3ot

Enclosed with this month’s
newsletter are 36 raffle tickets;
FHS is asking its members’ assis-
‘| tance selling these.

Enclosed with the tickets is a list of
the truly useful prizes to be raffled
this year. Our dinner and raffle is
our single most important fund-
raising event, so every ticket sold
really makes a difference in how
much FHS work can accomplish
the remainder of the year.

R R e e

THOSE ABLE TO HELP WITH THIS EVENT]
SHOULD CALL GLORIA AT 571-3727.
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[ Historical Sites

of City Hall.

New feature which will appear
regularly in future newsletters

will be

Unfortunately,

reviews of varying historical sites
from around the region. We en-
courage our members to sample
the wide array of historical re-
sources locally available, both to
support organizations similar to

Fridley Historical Society as well |- . Hennepm co,mty s past :
“:|are installed throughout all three
-{levels of the mansion; unfortu-

- | nately the facility is not handicap

* - laccessible at this time. Visitors

"I have access to most of the mansion

-|as they tour the museum’s exhibits.

as an opportunity to sample differ-

ing approaches to preservation and ?;;ii
. to uncover ideas which could be of |-

potential value at our society.

Further, this is an open invitation to
our members to submit their own

suggestions for future subjects and |

even the opportunity to present a
review of a site they may have
found particularly significant.

This month we will be introducing
our members to the collection of
the Hennepin History Museum.

The Hennepin County Historical So- : 'b,'n Kips Garizry
: S o A touch-and-play history
neapolis at 2303 3™ Avenue South | - - :

HHM is located in the former Chris- |

ciety’s museum is located in Min-

tian Mansion which was originally

Arr by CaroLYN McKNiGHT CHRISTIAN
the daughter-in-law of the man-
sion’s builder GeorGe HENRY CHgIs-
r1an. The Society purchased the
mansion for their museum in 1957.

Museum

donated to the Minvearous InstrruteoF | Created for children,

5 HistorY 101 .
* An introduction to -

THE BIC!CLEBOOAL -
Classic bicycles from the
. 1930’s and wrher

‘j,'_'CLocxs TO CRocxs :
- Anexhibit of Hennepin -
County s. &coratwe.past o

lesson..

B S‘MLL‘ Wortp
.A look at furnishings

- 1860-1950

- Hisroric HENNEPIN AVERUEB:
- the blsck & white period
‘. A photo-noire of Minineapolis -
=" during the past 100 years

TrrcHES INTiMe TIT . |
_.*- The third installment of * |
.. quilts from the permanent -
S0 o collection. - |

Mr. Christian, formerly of Alabama,
was a successful manager & inventor with
Washburn-Crosby Flour. In 1916 he commis-
sioned Hewirr & Brown to build a new home to

be built in Minneapolis’s prestigious

icant local designs as Henneriv AvENUE METHODIST
Churcr and the former Garewayr Park located at

-] Nicollet Avenue and the river, on the previous site

They created for Christian a grand yet simple two-
bedroom English Renaissance Revival home.

the senior Christian died suddenly

in 1918 prior to his home’s completion.

The home was then completed by his son GEORGE
" Currently on Exhibit
- | HenneriN HisTory

CHask CHRISTIAN who, sadly, also

died in 1919 before the home was
ready for occupancy. His wife
would see the project completed

" |and live there until 1957

| The museum itself is a tremendous

artifact in its own right. Exhibits

The exhibits are a delightful and
charmmg collectlon of objects that

~| spans Minnesota history from life
- | before statehood through Today.

- | Of special interest is a exhibit of
: vintage bicycles from 1930. View-

ing these aluminum demons bring
back memories of greasy hands and
rolled-up cuffs. In Minnesota,
nothing feels more like spring than
waking your favorite two-wheeler
from its hibernation, filling its tires

and racing off to join your friends; these beauties
will remind you of those great days!

I especially enjoyed the black & white pictorial of
Washburn-Fair Oaks neighborhood. Hewitt & Hennepin Avenue. Many of the pictures stirred

Brown was the firm responsible for such signif- childhood memories of trips to a downtown which

seemed so big and alive. I highly recommend that
you take in this exhibit before its leaves in August.



School- House

Bunty Shaw has volunteered to serve as Secre-
tary replacing Corine Kirkham who resigned.
The Board wishes to thank Bunty for steppmg

7
H
1
i

L Fridley Histerical Saciety

CHaRr FrrzraTrICK appointed Jeanne Peter, Doris
Bergman, and Bonnie & Phil Novack to serve as the
Collections Committee.

Finally, those members that have items on loan to FHS
must contact the Collections Committee immediately
regarding the terms of their submissions. Those items
not reviewed and accepted on loan will become the per-
manent property of the Museum.

in at such short notice.

Oors!

My apologies go out to a great
friend of our Society

Senator Steve Novak

who was instrumental in obtain-

ing state funds for FHS to reno-

vate its facilities. Please take a

moment to drop Senator Novak
a Thank-You.

Honorable Steven Novak

~ 322 Capitol
75 Constitution Avenue

sen.steve.novak@senate.leg.state.mn.us

In response to members con-
cerns, the Board reviewed its
assessions procedures. Al-
though donations will continue
to be accepted on a drop-off ba-
sis, all donations will now be re-
viewed by a Collections Com-
mittee.

It will be the responsibility of
this committee to review all
submissions prior to formal ac-
ceptance.

Further, all items submitted on
loan to FHS must receive the approval of the
Board. Items will be accepted on loan for a lim-
ited period afterwhich they would need to be
retrieved or risk becoming the property of FHS.

ML oy g 4T
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The March Casino Trip is sold out as

the result February’s cancellation. No
trip is planned for April due to the
Lasagna Dinner.

Future Casino Trip

May 17th - Turtle Lake

June 21st - Turtle Lake

Buses leave from the parking lot across
from the Senior Center a block east of
7th Street on 61st Ave.. Tickets are
available by calling GLoria HavEs at
571-3721.

The Board voted to select the bid /
from Homeowners Improvements,
to replace the Museum windows
and doors along with wrapping/
all trim. A big Thanks! to
MEL MAaNLEY for all the

hard work he put in
getting and reviewing
all bids.

UPCOMING _ -

f;,,f"A ® i‘

MAaRcH 13THAT 7 PM
Tammy L. Coleman will be our guest at
FHS’s March Membership Meeting.
Tammy is Mrs. Anoka County
International 2000. She will speaking on
her Heritage-of-Life Project.

Doris Bergman will be appraising members’
items at May’s Membership
Meeting.




Fridley Historical Socity
611 Mississippi Street N.E.
Fridley, MN 55432

EDITOR: John Fitzpatrick
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IN THE OLD SUMMERTIME

atili..
FHS certainly hopes all its members and their families are enjoying our

i
@
beautiful yet brief Minnesota summer, but the end is in sight and both !
i
i
i

autumn and the school year are rapidly approaching.

Still, don’t give up this wonderful warm weather without a fight, and
what better way to celebrate what’s left of our lazy days than by taking
the entire family to enjoy our nation’s pastime, Baseball!

The Fridley Historical Society will be holding that summertime fa-
vorite, August Fest, at the Museum on Monday, August 14th. This
year’s August Fest will include a performance by the Fridley City
Band.

So bring the family and neighbors and experience baseball the way it
was meant to be watched, under blue skies and setting suns. Our Boys
of Summer take the field at 7 pm with Rick Arpi and his Quick Step
Crew taking on the local boys coached by Jeremy Lach. The game will
take place on the Hayes Diamond immediately behind the Museum.
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Because! Because those talented folks in the Fridley City Band will be
performing as part of pre-game festivities which begin at 6:30 pm.

WAlT! THATS No¥ 384::Wow 3480 GE¥
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Post Game Snacks!!!! After the game, win or lose, join us inside the
Museum for homemade cookies and punch. You certainly will not want
to miss FHS’s exhibit commemorating the 35th Anniversary of the
1965 Fridley Tornado. The entire evening will be great fun that you
will be sure to want to catch.
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i Tae Music i i
- Fridley City Band -

6:30 pm

- Rick Arpi’s Quick Steppers e : :

- Vs. i :

% Jeremy Lach’s Fridley Tornadoes ! i
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School House
News

Springtime events...

asagna Dinner was a
huge success! This year’s Event
was not only the most fun that we
have ever had, but profitable too.

Here are the numbers:

1999

193
$520.85

Dinner Tickets 162
Dinner Profit $169.25

Raffle Items 54 66
Prize Value $1108.41 +$2,000
Tickets Sold $1,111.75 $1,904

Baschball Raffle $106 5138

Total Raffle  $1,117.75 $2042

Donations $51.75 $340

Total
Event Profit $1338.75 $2,902.85

Thanks to this year’s donors:
Miller Funeral Home - $100
Shamrock Tours - $50
Bonnie & Phil Novack - $140
Sig & Marty Reckdahl - $20
Christenson - $20
Anonymous - $20

How can we thank Gloria & Chuck
Hayes for all that they did to make
this year’s Lasagna Dinner such a
roaring success and lucrative? 1
don’t know, but please try. Thanks
Chuck & Gloria.

ommunity Garage Sale
FHS’s Garage Sale was also a rous-
ing success. This year’s Commu-
nity Garage Sale was held for two
days as part of the Fridley 49’er

Days festivities at Columbia Arena.

2000

sropa

Fridley Histerical Secléty

The sale included over 50 vendors and
FHS made $490 over the two days.

Time to
catch up
on

Thanks to Char & John Fitzpatrick for
planning and managing this year’s sale.
Thanks also to Chuck Hayes, Jerry
Manley, & Annie White for helping with
getting folks checked in.

We learned a lot from this year’s event,
which should translate into an even bigger
and better sale next year.

The shopping crowds were impressive, $0
let your friends & family know now that
theyshould plan to sell their no longer
needed items at next year’s sale!

oliday Boutique
At August's Board Meeting Annie White
presented her idea for FHS to hold a holi-
day craft sale at the Museum this Novem-
ber.

The craft sale would be heid in the lower
level of the Museum and FHS would lease
space both for dedicated crafters to set up
booths as well as leasing table space for
amateur crafters to display some wares.

Crafters would not need to be present to
display items, this means FHS would need

A S volunteers to mind the sale and collect
L .

Proposed dates of the sale are the week-
end before Thanksgiving, November 18-
19, and Thanksgiving week-end, Novem-
ber 24-26.

So if you know someone who might be
interested in participating in the sale or
]

nnie White at

612.874.8603.

Future Casino Trip
September 20th - Turtle Lake
October 18th - Turtle Lake
November 15th - Turtle Lake

Buses leave from the parking lot across
from the Senior Center a block east of 7th
Street on 61st Ave.. Tickets are available



FHS's August Fest
Monday, August 14th

Everything You Love

o fridley City Band at 6:30 pm

5Quick §tep Baseball at 7 pm

5 Cookies & Punch after the Game
Bring the Family!
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FHS ANNUAL MEETING

THE FripLey HiSTORICAL SOCIETY WILL HOLD ITS ANNUAL MEETING OF
THE MEMBERSHIP ON MoONDAY OCTOBER 9 AT THE MUSEUM.

THE MEETING WILL BE PRECEDED BY OUR TRADITIONAL PoT Luck DinNER. [T
TOOK AN ACT OF THE MINNESOTA STATE LEGISLATURE TO PERMIT US TO INVITE YOU
TO JOIN IN ON WHAT IS ALWAYS A GREAT TIME.

SO BRING A DISH, TREAT, OR SNACK AND COME AND ENJOY A FUN EVENING. EvEnIF
YOUR REFRIGERATOR IS EMPTY, PLEASE COME ANYWAY.

DINNER BEGINS AT 6 PM.

Tue Guest oF HONOR oOF THE EVENING WILL BE EL1IZABETH FRISCHMON,

ELIZABETH 1S A FIXTURE IN OUR COMMUNITY. ELIZABETH HAS BEEN ACTIVE IN NU-
MEROUS COUNTY AND CITY ORGANIZATIONS, INCLUDING BLAINE & SprRING LAKE
Park scrooLs, ANOKA CAMERA CLUB AS WELL BEING ACTIVE IN HER CHURCH.

ELIZABETH WAS INSTRUMENTAL IN ESTABLISHING UNITY HOSPITAL WHICH IS
CELEBRATING ITS 35TH ANNIVERSARY IN 2000.

FmNALLY, ELIZABETH 1S AN ACCOMPLISHED PAINTER AND ON MoNDAY NIGHT SHE
wiLL PRESENT FHS WITH A GIFT OF ONE OF HER PAINTINGS. PLEASE JOIN US FOR
WHAT WILL BE VERY SPECIAL EVENING.

ELECTION OF DIRECTORS

On Monday evening the Members will be
voting to fill three open seats on the Board.

In September, the Nominating Committee sub-
mitted three names to be placed on the ballot:

these three nominees are:

O Jerry Johnson

[0 Bonnie Novack

i
i
i O Mel Manley
e

e come o
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Fridiey Histerical Saclsty

School House
News

3 One new feature to keep your eyes out for is a new flag pole.
| The Board approved the purchase of a new flag pole to be
 installed next spring. Installation of the pole is being post-
poned until spring in order to protect the flowers in the
pianter surrounding the pole.

Back o ScHooL

{ Mel Manley (does this man ever sleep?) will be in charge of
i looking into selecting the style and height of the new pole.

Leaves are falling, the kids are back in school,
and that means it is back to
business.

Char Fitzpatrick is looking into getting
the Fridley American Legion to support
this effort. Chuck Hayes volunteers to
hoist Old Glory on all national holidays
between Memorial Day and Veterans Day.

One person who hasn't taken
the summer off is Mel Manley;
he has been very busy spruc-
ing up the Museum.

The windows are in and the
new door looks great. The
most dramatic change is the
new steps.

Thanks Everybody!

oliday Boutigue

Plans continue to hold a holiday
craft boutique at the Museum this Novem-
ber. The craft sale will be held in the
lower level of the Museum and FHS will
lease space both for dedicated crafters to
set up booths as well as leasing table space
for amateur crafters to display some
wares.

Crafters need not be present to display
items, this means FHS would need volun-
teers to mind the sale and collect cash.

Proposed dates of the sale are the week-
end before Thanksgiving, November 18-
19, and Thanksgiving week-end, Novem-
ber 24-26.

So if you know someone who might be

interested in participating in the sale or
you would like to volunteer, please call

Annie White at 612.874.8603.

All of this is the result of
Mel's very hard work getting
bids and supervising work.
Getting work done during this
booming economy is a real
accomplishment. 7hanks Mell

iMake plans to attend the
Annual Meeting on October 9
and see for yourself ali the
great improvements.

Powrticipate
InHistory... Voted

Tuesday
November 7th

The Board conducted a brief
Brain Storming Session to attempt
to identify how best to use the re-
maining funds from our legislative
grant. Ideas included:

Future Casino Trip
October 18th - Turtle Lake
November 15th - Turtle Lake

1. Floor Improvements
2. New Shades in the
class rooms

5 Buses leave from the parking lot across
§ from the Senior Center a block east of 7th
3 Street on 61st Ave.. Tickets are available
by calling Groria Haves at 571-2737 or
visit our web site for more details.

If you have an idea of your own,
let us know!



FHS Annual Meeting
Monday, October 9th

U Pot Luck begins at 6 pm
U Guest of Honor Elizabeth Frischmon

U Election of Directors
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