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PRESIDENT'S UPDATE 

Well, we all have made it through 
January with just slight cases of 
cabin fever. The Board has been 
busy planning for 1992. Things are 
happening at the Museum. First -
the Quilt Exhibit that is presently 
there. The Senior Center 
Smorgasbord Quilters have loaned us 
some 20 quilts - all very beautiful. 
Chris Gerrity has also contributed 
to the Exhibit. Fay Hall from 
Minnesota Quilters spoke to us on 
quilting and showed some innovative 
clothing she has done. I challenge 
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those who were not interested in 
quilting to come up with something 
for our April meeting. How about 
it, Charlie and Jerry M.!! 

Most important is our Annual Lasagna 
Dinner and Silent Auction. 
Gloria Hayes has been working hard 
on this event. It will be held at 
the Community Ed Center on March 14 
starting at 5 p.m. If you don't 
have your tickets, call Gloria at 
571-3727 or you can purchase them at 
Schaaf Floral. This is our one bi_g_ 

LASAGNA DINNER AND SILENT AUCTION 

Where: 

When: 

Fridley Community Center 

Saturday, March 14, 1992 

Time: Doors open at 4:30 p.m. 
Dinner at 5:00 p.m. 

COST: $5.00 

Door prizes 

Order tickets by calling Gloria Hayes 571-
3727 .- You can either pick them up from her 
?' reserve them and pick them up at the door. 
Send your check prior to the 
dinner. 
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fund raiser of the year so please 
don't disappoint us. 

We have several people to thank for 
donations to the Museum. The 
Fridley State Bank has given almost 
two dozen padded chairs and an old 
typewriter. Also, Jim Kordiak 
arranged with the County to donate 
six room dividers and a computer 
desk. This means that the computer 
and photo copier can be moved down 
stairs-giving us more room for 
artifacts storage upstairs. Grace 
Leigh, Gloria Hayes and Jim Bauer 
have agreed to serve on a collection 
committee. We need volunteers for 
sitting the Museum on Saturdays from 
noon until 2:00. Also for our next 
fund raiser which entails working a 
concession stand at the MetroDome 
for at least 10 Twins games. We can 
make between $3000 - $5000 in this 
endeavor. 

our Congratulations to Michele Leigh 
wh.o was. _granted an internsnip with_ 
the Minnesota State Historical 
Society. Michele did such a 
beautiful job on the "Family Album" 
Exhibit last summer and she and her 
mother Grace and sue M. did much of 
the cataloging. 

See you at the Lasagna Dinner! 

Char 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP 

If you have not yet renewed your 
membership, please do so today. We 
need your continued support and your 
input. Use the handy membership 
form on the back of this newsletter 
and mail to 

Fridley Historical Society 
611 Mississippi st. 
Fridley, MN 55432 

HISTORY 

The following was taken from the book Anoka County 
and is the history of Edward and Anna Hartman. 

Edward and Anna Hartman bought the Ficker farm in 
Fridley Township in 1907. The house they moved into 
was one year old and the house, barn and sheds were 
about one block north of Rice Creek on the East River 
Road. The Hartmans were truck gardeners and sold 
their produce in the city of Minneapolis. They raised 
tomato and other slow growing vegetable plants in hot 
beds. They sold the plants to the stores in the cities as 
well as to neighbors. The Hartmans had four children. 
Carl, the eldest, was fourteen when they moved here 
along with his twin sisters, Caroline and Mable. A few 
years later, Clifford was born. Mr. Hartman farmed for 
twenty years. When he passed away in 1927, Carl 
farmed the home place as. a gardener until the area 
around h_ere began to grow into a village and then a 
city, and the sixteen acres had to be platted and sold. 
There are thirty-four homes on the farm and it is called 
Hartman Circle. • ' 

Carl Hartman married Hazel Nelson from Constance in 
1928. Carl had a store built on the southeast corner of 
the land. He sold groceries, and the Fridley Post Office 
was located there. -The Post Office was-aiscontinued 
after a few years, when mail came out from Columbia 
Heights. Carl and Hazel had one daughter, Alice. She 
married John Ganter. They live in Ham Lake. Their 
three children are Robert, Karen, and Carl. 

Mable Hartman married James C. Woods. They built 
their home on the north east corner of the farm. They 
had one son, Warren. He married Karen Miller and they 
have three children, Scott, Shelly, and Stephen. They 
live in the city of Fridley. 

Carl Hartman was the first mayor of the city of Fridley, 
and held the office for five years. Many changes have 
come about, but the boundary lines of the school 
districts have remained the same ........ . 

The direct Hartman family have all passed away. Carl's 
wife, Hazel Hartman, still resides on Hartman Circle. 

Editor's note: Today, Hazel Hartman lives in the Fridley 
Convalescent Home. 
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PRESIDENT'S UPDATE 

I am pLea4ed to 4eP.04t that ma~ thlni4 
a4e happenlni at the mu4eum. lhank4 
to qLo4la Have4 ou4 La4aina Ulnne4 and 
SlLent Auctlon netted U4 ove4 $1500. 
qLo4la l4 40 p4o/lclent a4 a /und 
4al4e4/ We t4uLv app4eclate Ae4 
e//o4t4. 

The compute4 and cople4 have been 
moved aown 4tal44 and we a4e 4eadv to 

INVITATION 

Vol . 5 , No . 2 , May 199 2 

4ta4t 04ianl1lni the tn4ee o//lce4 
up4tal44. Ou4 4Lnce4e t/2ank4 to 
LlLLle and 9ohn me~e4 /04 thel4 il/t 
o/ two new /lLe caolnet4. 

Ha44L40n ~andoLph, a membe4 o/ 9ack 
HawLe~ 1 4 4ta// at No4the4n ~ump, 
No4the4n O4dlnance, FmC, came to 
4peak to U4 about the ea4Lv dav4 o/ 
one o/ F4LdL~v'4 La4ie4t empLove44. 

(Cont. p. 2) 

You are cordially invited to attend the opening of 
the newest exhibit at the Museum: Tornadoes, which 
opens on Wednesday, May 6, 1992. Hours will be 
from 4 pm. to 8 pm. 

Please come and view this newest exhibit! 

P.S. If you have pictures or news articles you 
would like to share, bring those along also. 
Please identify and label with your name. 

MAY MEETING: JIM HILL speaks on TORNADO SAFETY 

our May Regular meeting will be on Monday, the 11th, 
at the Museum. Our speaker will be Jim Hill, Public 
Safety Director for the City of Fridley. He will 
speak to us on Tornado Safety and perhaps the History 
of the Fridley Police Department. 

COME AND INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!! 
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He wa4 deli.g,ht/uL( The Jociet~ ~ade 
hlm•an Honoll.all.~ membell. o/ the fflA­
toll.lcal Soclet~. 

IJ!..e all.e now pll.epall.ln9, an exhi.bi.t on 
rll.ldle~ toll.nadoeA- 1925-1929-1965-
!986. We would appll.eclate an~ help 
~ou memOell.4 can ilve to thl4. We 
wlLL open the exhl6lt on ma~ 6th. 
We need voLunteell.411 Foll. 49ell. 14 . 
Oa~4 the muAeum wlll be open on Sat., 
lune_20, 1992, Ill.om 9 am to 4 P.m· 
/he rll.ldLe~ Senloll. Cll.a/tell.4 wl1L 
have a Cll.a!t and bake AaLe ln the 
6ulldlng,. 

Tll.u4t ~ou aLL all.e Looking, /oll.wall.d 
to Aummell.. A/tell. aLL the4e ll.aln~ 
daM4 the Aun wllL be veil.~ much 
we1.comed! 

TIDBITS: 

do want to be proud of our community, 
and a clean community is something 
we can and should strive to maintain. 
Your bit will go a long way to complete 
the picture. 

Editor's note: This points out 
that some things remain the same!! 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

May 6, 1992-Tornado display opens 
at the Museum. Hours 
will be 4-Bpm. 

May 11, 1992-Monthly meeting at the 
Museum. 7 pm. Jim Hill, 
Public Safety Director 
speaks on Tornado Safety, 
and the History of the 
Fridley Police Dept. 

From the River View Crier printed at the 
Riverwood School we get a look at what 

June 17-21 Fridley 49er•s Days 

June 20, 1992-The Musuem will be 
open from 9 am to 4 pm. -Community Life, a column in the paper of 

May 8, 1950, had to say: 

The city papers are now carrying the 
"Clean Up; Paint Up" theme, and we 
would like to join with them in this 
theme for our community. 

An early start in cleaning up the com­
munity will enable all of us to enjoy 
our yards more throughout the summer 
(if it ever arrives). 

When the warm weather does arrive, we 
will want to be out enjoying the sun 
and the various summer sports, such as 
slapping mosquitoes and rubbing on 
sunburn cream, so let's do the dirty 
work now! 

To get back to the serious side: we 

DONA~:IONS 

Our thanks to 

John and Lillian Meyer for two 
new filing cabinets. 

Virgil Herrick for a desk and 
filing cabinet. 



HISTORY 

The [vLLvwL'!;!}_ L4 taken fnvm the 
HIS70~Y OF l~c UPPl~ mISSISSIPPI 
VALLlY wnLtten Ln 1881 : 

F n LdLe!I-

The /vLLowLni L4 taken £nvm the 
6vvk HISTO~Y v/ the UPPc~ mISSIS­
SIPPI VALLlY wnLtten Ln 1881 : 

FnLdL e!I- LLe4 Ln the extneme 4vuthenn 
pvntLon v/ the count!!-. It L4 bound­
ed on the ea4t 6!/- ~am4f!- count!/-, and 
on the 4outh and weAt, 6!1- HennepLn 
c ount!!- . 

The weAtenn pontLon v/ the town L4 
che/L1 pnaLnLe, but t/2e ea4tenn 
pant LA 6Lu//f!-, and covened wLth 
4maLL 4cnu6 oak. ~Lee c neek cno44e4 
Ln a we4tenLv dLnectLvn, /onmLni a 
iood waten-powen nean Lt4 junctLon 
wLth the mL44L44LppL nLven. 

On the 12th o/ ApnLL, 1870, a 
petLtLon, AL~ned 6!/- a majonLtf!- ~/ 
the votenA o/ manomLn count!/-, /on 
admL44LOn a4 a town4hLp, wa4 pne­
Aented to the Coun~ Comm L44Lonen4 
o/ Anoka countff.. l'h.e petLtLon waA 
lnanted, and the /LnAt eLectLon 
held on the 26th o/ ApnLL, 1870 .... 

manomLn FLounLn~ -mLLL LA Located 
nean the mouth o/ ~Lee cneek, and 
waA 6uLLt Ln 1871, 61 W.H. Hale, o/ 
Pennw1LvanLa, but L4 now owned 6!!­
~o6ent Paten4vn, o/ the Aame State, 
and LeaAed 61 P.H . HuiheA, who L4 
nunnLni Lt aA a cuAtom mLLL. It LA 
35xl/O /eet, and thnee AtonLe4 hLih, 
and contaLnA Aeven nun o/ Atone4 1 

one 4et o/ noLLA, thLnteen mLddLLniA 
punL/Len4 1 /ounteen 6oLtLni che4t4, 
~nd aLL othen nece44an!/- machLnen1 , 
/he caP.acLti L4 one hundned and 
/L/t!!- 6anne14 pen daf!- , 

The Pnvte4tant Cp L4 copaL [ hunch L4 
the vnL~ chunch vni anL3atLvn Ln t he 
town . ~ chunch wa4 enected Ln 1858 , 
6!/- ~ev. mn. Cham6enLaLn, who WQ4 

Located at St . Anthon!/- , and held 
4envLce4 hene /on a tLme, but thene 
4eem4 to have been no neiuLan PaAton 
4Lnce. A /ew !/-ean4 aio, Dn . KnLcken -
6acken, v/ mpL4. , held 4enVLCe4 /on 
4ome tLme, but tho4e have been dL4 -
contLnued. The 6uLLd Ln~ waA uAed aA 
a AchooL- houAe /on neanlf!- /Lve !/-ean4 . 

The whole town /onmenL!I- compnLAed 
one AchooL dL4tnLct, but about 1873 
Lt waA dLvLded Lnto two, a4 Lt AtLLL 
nemaLnA . PnevLouA to the dLvLALon, 
AchooL waA kept Ln the CpLAcoeaL 
Chunch, on 4ectLon /L/teen . /he 
AchooL - hou4e Ln dLAtnLct num6en 23 
waA 6uLLt Ln the !1- ean o/ the dLvLALon, 
and that Ln numb en 32, Ln I 875, the!/-, 
Ln the meantLme, havLni utLLL3ed an 
old 6uLLdLni , moved /nom the vLLLaie 
o/ manomLn . 

FnLdLe!I- ha4 a fVpuLatLon o/ 257, 
accondLni to the LaAt cenAuA, . . . .. 

mone Laten ..... . 
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MINNESOTA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

Society Plans ·wwII Exhibit 
at Fort Snelling History Center 

World War II affected Minneso­
tans throughout the state, from 
children collecting scrap metal to 
the men and women who served 
in the anned forces. It forever 
changed the lives of those who 
experienced it. 

For many Minnesotans, memo­
ries of World War II center on 
Fort Snelling. Over 300,000 
people were inducted at the Fon 
during the war, and thousands 
more passed through it to be proc­
essed as they returned from over­
seas. Railroad battalions trained 
there, and language interpreters 
studied at its Military Intelligence 
Service Language School. __ 

Although the Society's pro­
grams interpret Historic Fon 
Snelling as a frontier post, it 
reached it fullest expansion during 
the 1940s. The Fon took on the 
trappings of a small city, w~th its 
own newspaper, streetcar lme, 
movie theater, and railyard. 

With the country's attention 
now focused on the 50th anniver­
sary of its involvement in World 
War II, the Society plans to de­
velop an exhibit at the Fon 
Snelling History Center to exam­
ine the impact of the war on Min­
nesota. If fund-raising effons are 
successful, the exhibit will begin 
production in the spring. of 1993 

E:di -:or:~ .Lillian Meve: 
F~idley His~orical Scciety 
611 Mississi~pi St. N.E. 
F=idley, MN 55432 

and open by May 1994. 
The Society will travel around 

the state to present the exhibit's 
concept to veterans groups and 
service organizations and to seek 
their financial support. Anyone 
interested in volunteering to assist 
in this effort or in receiving more 
infonnation about the exhibit can 
call Stephen Osman at (612) 726-
1171. 
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DEAR MEMBERS; 

As you all know, the Fridley Historical Society was incorporated in 1985. In a little over three 
years we raised $85,000 to renovate and make the building handicap-accessible. Seven 
thousand of that $85,000 was a no-interest loan from the City of Fridley for an automatic 
outdoor sprinkling system and landscaping. This project was done at the request of the 
city .The loan is to be paid off in ten years. It is the consensus of the Board of Directors to pay 
off that loan as soon as possible. 

I am making a special appeal to all members: individuals, families, businesses, organiz.., tions 
md churches to·help us retire that loan. The Board of Directors thanks you for your SL _]port 
.n the past and we hope you will support us in this project. 

Sincerely, 
Char Fitzpatrick, President 

SEPTEMBER POT LOCK SUPPER 

September is a good time t o see and visit with friends 
who have been away or busy with other activities during 
the summer. What better way than to invite them to share 
a meal and fellowship! 

Date: Monday, September 14, 1992 

Where: Fridley Museum at 611 Mississippi St. 

· Time: 6:00 pm 

Bring: Food to share-hot dish, salad, dessert, etc. 

Invite a guest to come with you and enjoy the evening! 
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RED RIVER OX CART TRAIL 

The Red River Ox Can travelled from Pembina, N. 
Oak. , which was in the Red River Valley area and 
Canada, down through primitive Minnesota territory 
to St. Paul.. . 

The Red River Ox Can Trail in 1844 was very 
similar to East River Road as we know it today. 
There were few variations in directions as it ran 
through the County of Anoka along what is now 
known as East River Road. The ox cans at that 
time were very unique in that as far as we are able 
to tell through research, they were the only carts of 
that kind in the world. The nearest thing to them 
was the Normandy Can in France. The cans were 
made primarily of oak and cost about $15 to make. 
They could carry weights of furs and whatever of 
up to a thousand pounds per can. They were 
pulled by an ox or horse and ran tandem two, three, 
or more cans together with a driver for each three 
to five cans. The drivers were called "boisbrule" . .. 
Their ancestry was Indian, Scottish, and French. 

The ox cart proved to be a boon to the fur traders 
because they could carry furs down from Pembina 
at much less cost by cart than through the Hudson 
Bay Company. The ox cart going south was loaded 
with all kinds of hides covered by a buffalo robe, 
and on the way back north they would carry 
everything from an occasional piano to sacks of 
flour.. . The ox cart could be heard five miles 
away when they were coming down the trail 
because of their squeaky wheels, and they would 
sometimes travel as many as 200 can in a line at 
one time. They crossed the river in Anoka in two 
places, one near the confluence of the Rum River 
and the Mississippi River and the other not too far 
from the Anoka State Hospital as it stands today. 
They then proceeded down through Coon Rapids 
and Fridley .. . 

The ox carts were well-known in the area ... About 
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200 pictures were used in doing research to 
determine what the cans looked like. The Ox Can 
Trail was being used from 1844 on until 1857, . .. 
The ox can use dwindled off and was no longer 
used at the turn of the century. The Ox Can Trail 
in 1857 became known as the U.S. Military Road 
and by l 859 it was shown as such on a map .... 

The anicle above was taken from the 
booklet, Historical Mural-1857-

Editor: Lillian Meyer 
Fridley Historical Society 
611 Mississippi Street NE 
Fridley, MN 55432 
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The Tornado Exhibit attracted over 
250 people who viewed the display! 
We are just delighted so many people 
came! 

volunteers are needed! If you would 
be willing to spend a few hours per 
month at the Museum, there are many 
tasks needing your time. 

Will the person who dropped off the 
box with pictures, ledgers, 
inflatables and a wonderful iron 
kettle and spoon please let us know 
so we can give you credit for this 
contribution? 
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CHURCH HISTORY 

The Michael Servetus Unitarian 
Society was organized on June 1, 
1966 by 23 Unitarians. In May three 
members of the First Unitarian 
Society in Minneapolis had stopped 
at the small Episcopal Church on 
East River Road, which was for sale, 
to look it over. Th~y decided the 
facilities would be just right for a 
fellowship to serve the Unitarians 
in Anoka County. They, with three 
other couples, decided to found a 
fellowship. The name,Michael 
Servetus Unitarian Society was 
chosen as the name of the new 
fellowsip in honor of the first 
Unitarian martyr. 

Four years later, in 1970, the land 
where the church now stands at 6565 
Oakley Drive NE was donated and a 
Fellowship Hall was built. The 
original sanctuary was moved from 
East River Road and became the 
second story of the church which 
seated 72. 

Many activities were developed to 
meet the interests and needs of the 

members. The Unitarians have 
supported many social action 
programs. A cornmi ttee planned 
Sunday services. The Religious 
Education Department, led by 
members, provided for needs of the 
children. 

Looking to the future the 
congregation supported moving the 
church sanctuary to ground level and 
enlarging it to seat 106 and 
building a second story on top of 
the Fellowship Hall to house 
classrooms, a library , meeting room, 
and offices. The architect for this 
project was directed to preserve and 
maintain the 100-year old church 
sanctuary and add on while keeping 
the same style. 

Much of the funding for this project 
came from the Labor Day Auctions, 
and from a Capital Fund Pledge 
Drive. 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL/NEW MEMBER APPLICATION 

Name Phone ---------------------- ----------
Address ---------------------------------
Yearly dues: Individual: $10; Club & Church $20; Business $50 

I will help retire the loan. My contribution 

Mail to Fridley Historical Society, 611 Mississippi St., Fridley, 
MN 55432. Membership is from January 1st to December 31st. 
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CALENDAR: 

Sept. 14 , 1992 Pot luck supper • ... 

Students from the Middle School wil l be visiting 
the Museum. l\bout 150 pupils are expected to 
view the displays and the Museum. 

Sept. and Oct. The plan is to have an exhibit on the h istory of 
District 6, 23, and the current District 14 (all 
were / are in Fridley.) 

.. October We would like to organize a reunion for those 
people who attended classes in the old Hayes 
Annex-the current Museum. Please contact one of 
the board members with names of anyone you know 
who were students here. 

~~ Sept. & on Watch for Fridley Historical Society articles in 
the Focus, These will be appearing twice/month . 
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!d:~or:· Lillian ~eye.: 
F~icley His~or:c~! Scc:e~y 
611 Mississ:;;i St. N.~. 
:=:c.ley, MN 5:432 
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REUNION PLANNED for FORMER STUDENTS 

A REUNION FOR FORMER STUDENTS and children whose parents attended either School Districts 

6 or 23 is planned for our October 12th meeting. 

WE NEED HELP from YOU!!! We need information from you! We need names and addresses of people who 
attended either district. We want to invite them to share the fun of the evening! Please call 571-0120 or write to 
the Museum at 611 Mississippi St., Fridley, MN 55432 with names and addresses. We will return your phone 
calls. . 

RENEW FRIENDSHIPS! ENJOY VISITING! SHARE EXPERIENCES! 

If you have pictures, papers, memorabilia, anything from those days, bring these items along to share with others. 

Best of all, brin~ fonner students with you to the October meeting! 

I// hen.: 

Theme: 

~on.da~, Octo6e~ 12, 1992 

CLASS ~tUNION /o~ ~tuden.t~ 
o~ the~R ch~ldRen. who 
atten.ded School o~~tR~ct~ 
6 OR 2] 

7 : 00 p .m. 
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aL4o planted 4eve1r.aL app~e and 
pLu.m 01r.chatr.d4 . 

He and Ida NeL4on wetr.e matr.tr.Led 
Ln 1889 and had 9 chLLd1r.en: 
mLnnLe, ldwa1r.d, WLLLLam, WaLte1r. 1 

A1r.thu.1r., no~., ALLce, AL/1r.ed1 and 
Che4te1r. . WLth the help o/ the 
/amLL~ the daLtr.~ opetr.atLon 
i1r.ew. AL6Ln 4ta1r.ted mLLk 
aeLLvetr.~ 1r.ou.te4 th1r.ou.~hou.t 
mpL4 . and St . Anthon~ . 

m1r.. ~LedeL dLed Ln 1929 and hL4 
wL/e dLed Ln 1937 . Two o/ the 40n4 
ldwatr.d and WLLLL~m /otr.med a cotr.p , 
caLLed SanLtatr.~ ratr.m OaLtr.Le4. 

In the ea1r.Lv 1920'4, the / amLL~ 
cLo4ed the dLatr.~ opetr.atLon4 at the 
Otr.L~LnaL /a1r.m. In the 1930 1 4 1 the 
/ atr.m wa4 U4ed a4 a 4ummetr. cotta~e /otr. 
the 1r.emaLnLn~ /amLLM· Jou. can 4ee the 
man~ chan~e4 WhLch have been made to 
the hou4e ovetr. the ~eatr.4. 

\\'c :i re in neeJ o f docent vol un tc:.: r , \t' ,ulT the museum during its hours of operation: 
~ .1 t u ru:1:--·s. 12-:. We have :1 group tli' r-.·ii:ii"k Jocents, but we need more. Ideally, there should 
:"\.: i \\ ll Joc~:Hs on J uty :i.t all time:-. l'i1c _i ll i" is not strenuous or complic:i.ted. and it offers the 
•'l'!'•lr'.11 111t> t t) heir o the:-s lc:1rn .1hP111 , , 1: :· history. Please call the Museum or contact any 
., .: .: ·11~·::,i"c:· 11 :--·ou Jre in tc:·...-,;~·: 



ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS 

At our October Annual Meeting we will elect 
officers and directors for 1993. The nominating 
committee presents the following slate 

President 
Vice-President 
Treasurer 
Secretary 
Directors (2) 

Jerry Johnson 
Corine Kirkham 
Gloria Hayes 

Ed Berntson, Chair, Nominating Committee 

----Student Days at the Museum 

I I , Museum Display 

On Tuesday and Wednesday, September 15 & 16 groups of Middle School students had the 
opportunity of visiting the Museum and gaining some information about the history of Fridley. 
There were 120 students who spent several hours exploring the Museum and learning about 
Fridley's past. Many volunteers served as docents those two days. Our thanks to them and to 
the students who came! 

ME..'!.BERSHIP RENEWAL/NEW ME...'ffiER APPLIC~TION 

Name Phone -------------------- ------------
Address ________________________________ _ 

Yearly dues: Individual: $10; Club & c~urch $20 ; Bus i ness $50 

Mail to Fridley His~orical Society, 611 Miss~sip9i St., Fridl ey, MN 
554 32. Membe=snip is f=cm January 1st t o Decembe= Jls~-



DO YOU REMEMBER? 

These School District 23 minutes were take 
from the Columbia Heights Record. 

OFFICIAL PUBLICJ\TION: 
MINUTES OF BOARD OF' EDU• 

CATION 
Independent School District 23 

Oct. 27, 1953 

Regular meeting called to order 
by Chairm,m Carten. All memoors 
pre::1enc, Supt. Huycs nnd Mr.· 
Lindst1•om also p1•es~nc:·· ·• 

Moved by Chc:inl!y seconded by 
tlloom to pay bi& as presented, 
and orders were d1·awn !or same. 

Moved by Johanson seconded by 
Chesney, o.t reque-st of parents the 
board agrees co allow Raymond 
Burkite to quit school; • 

Moved by Johanson seconded by 
Chesney to spend up to $200 on 
!u1•nishing tcuch~r's room. 

Moved by Johanson s~conded by 
Bloom to authori2e Mrs. Ccrrety. 
tu .sign ce1•tificate of accc1>tanc~ 
on nc:w buildin~. 

Moved by Chesney seconded by 
Bloom to hire Mrs. Hayes to set 
up :;chool library. 

Movedi-.. by Bloo msecondcd by 
.. Sprungman to s~t up mill rate Wi 

u total of 105 mills. 

_Meeting adjourned At 9:30. 

Mrs. Christine A. Cerrety 
Clerk 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATION 
MINUTES OF BOARD OF EDU­

CATION 
· lndcpendiont School District 23 

Nov. 23, 1953 

Regular meeting calfod to order 
by Chairman Carten. All m<'m­
bers · present exc~(lt Bloom. Supt. 
Haye~ also present. 

Moved by Johanson seconded 
by Sprungman to pay billil in 
amount of $2,623.90 and 01·ders 
were drawn for sume. 

Mow:1 by Chesney seconded by , 
Cerraty to r<:imbur1e the co~nty •' 

,, !Q1,,•. Q_Y,W1)Ul'ment. ; 

· The mil!. rate. was · revised to 
I • reDJil: I ··'• • ' • • •• 

. , .. , .. , Mil:ls .. ;;•• . 
·. 65.49 Maintenancc and 

Operation 
1. Co 1 mill tax 

• !' : 40.25 Bonds and 
.intarest 

Total 106. 74 millc; 

Me-eting adjourned at 9:45. 

Mrs. Chrb;tine A. Cerrety 
Clerk 

• JY~ ~tor~ Soe-U-tz1 
~- 611 Mississippi Street N.E. 

~~~ Flt.i.dl.UJ. atutnuou 5502 
~ ,~-. 
*:- ... ,~·" 

GRAND OPENING OF THE MINN. 
HISTORY CENTER 

The History Center will have 
it's Grand Opening and will 
be open to the public on Sat., 
Oct. 17, and Sun., Oct. 18 
from 12 noon to 6:00 p.m. 
You may tour the building 
and the museum, shop in 
the stores, and enjoy 
entertainment through-
out the day. 

This should be an excit­
ing experience! We have 
all waited so long for 
the completion of the 
facility! 

The new History Center is 
--located one block from 

the St. Paul Cathedral. 

WISH LIST 

A dehumidifier is needed on 
the lower level to help re­
move excess humidity during 
the summertime. If you have 
one you would be willing to 
donate, please call the Mus­
eum and we will arrange to 
have it picked up. 



Jo/(~~ 1i{stor-CcaC _'5od~,I~ 
cl! Mississicoi Stie~t N.~. 
F~'2.f:!, >Luut~o~ s;J3: 
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OOOOOOCOCCC00C000CCCC0CCOC0C00C00COCCC0CC000CCCCCCo00c 

PRESIDENT'S LETTER 

This is a time for review and for giving thanks. I want to use this space to 
thank the following people: 

Marion Anderson 
Herb Bacon 
Bill & Esther Campbell 
Ed Fitzpatrick 
Chris Gerrity 
Pearl Hicks 
Donald Johanson-­
Jerry Johnson 
Jim Kordiak 

Edna Ask 
Ed Berntson 
Ardy Chesney 
Elizabeth Frischmon 
Chuck & Gloria Hayes 
Charlie Johanson 
Earl Johnson 
Corine Kirkham 
Jerry Manley 

Lillian Meyer 
Sue Miskowic 
Irv.in & Jean Peter 
Fred Schultz 
Glenn Theorin 
Sue·Meyers 
Ruth Mueller 
Cindy Robb 
Edith Thompson -

These good people have volunteered their time in the follow.mg projects: 

Carpentry around the lift 
· Electrical work 

Building maintenance 
Making curtains to block off cloak rooms 
Sending card of cheer 
Doing money matters 
Organizing filing cabinets 
The Lasagne Dinner-which netted us about $2000 
Donation of tornado books Niahr to Remember 
Correspondence 
Taking down and setting up new exhibits 
Selling ice cream 

- ------Helping us to get donations of room dhiden; from both the 
county and General Mills-Fridley Plant 

Making display cases 
Acting as docents 

Thank you! 

To put a value on their contribution of time add up all the volunteer hours this 
year and multiply it by SS.00 and as you can see it comes to thousands of 
dollars. 

~ wish you a wonderful holiday season and the very best to you in. 1993! 

Char Fitzpatrick 



- CHRISTMAS TIME AT THE- MUSEUM 

Come to the Museum and share an old-fashioned 
Christmas. The ,'v\useum will be decorated for the 
hofidays starting in early December. So stop in and 
share the joys of the season with us. Bring a tree 
ornament or other decoration if you have one to 
spare. Bmg your famiy with you! 

My Fond Memories of District 21 
by Phil Novaclc 

I can still remember my first day of school at 
District 23: Walking across the sand dU11es of 
Fridley from 60th St. to University Ave,· and 
stopping to pick the sand burrs, or ''stickers"·out 
ofournewclothes. Ournewclothes werehandme 
downs from other people. My dear Mother, Mary, 
·raised 4-children alone,. while my Dad was serving 

climb down so us not to be seen b.,v anyone. She 
asked m~how I got past her without her seeing me. 
She noticed some grey dust on mv back :,ide and 
my shirt. Then! had to tell her where l was hidinu 
and why. [fold her about the bully and why tw:S 
hiding on top of the cabinet. _ 1Veedless to say, he 
never picked on me again. · 

I can remember the frost built up on the windows. 
Iwouldscratch thefrostoffthe windows; also I'd 
stick my tongue on the frost and watch lJie steam 
on the windows. 

In the mornings when we got to school, it was cool 
inside the building. We wo_f.lid haJ?8 our cg~!$_~-~ _ 
Iiiitteris 011 a iiiimb"ereahook in the coat room in 
back of the classroom. There was also. a long 
rubber mat for our overshoes. 11len we would 
recite the Pledge of Allegiance before classes 
started. 

At noon an<.f recess time we would go outside 
during the winter ·and throw snowbaJJs at eacb­
other, and make SDow angels. When the bell rang 
we would go inside and hang up our wet coats and 
mittens 011 our assigned hooks. Soon you could 
smell the pUDgent odor of these wet clothes. 

in World War II. I remember that Mom tried her I can stDJ hear old man Holly's airplane as he 
. best. We usually had peanut butter sandwiches to would Dy over our school. It would just rattle the 
take to school for lunch. I always tried to windows. We kids would run to look out of the 
exchange my sandwiches with other students. windowstosee.himDyby. HeOewreallylow. He 
Sometimes I was lucky, and sometimes not. When would take off from Northern Pump Ordinance. I 
winter came to Fridley I still had to walk to school. guessed he oWDed the plant or was one of the big 
Sometimes our neighbors, the Petersons, gave me shots there, 11lere were some days when he would 
a ride in their 1940 grey 2 door sedan. _ . _ scare the pi¥§ 011 _ a neighboring farm wlµch was 

- ~-- --.- --- -· - ---- -- -: ---·-.-:--:::::·:::---"-~- -- ·_- -• -- '. ~--c,- --=-.c-·-about--j milftiiile sou!h .oF tliirsclioo[_c---rhe ptfS-~'°: --
I can remember a big " _bully" would pick on me · · - « > 
outside at recess-time. I finally took a pU11cb at 

\_ him and missed He shoved me down on the 
groU11d and I threw dirt in his face. Then I got up 
and ran inside the school and era wled on top of a 
big upright cabinet which had library books on the 
shelves, hoping he wouldn't find me. At recess 
timelwouldgo to the window on the west side and 
watch him from inside the school He would see 
me looking at him, and come inside to get me. 
Then I would hide on top of the cabinet. One day 
I fell asleep in my hiding place. i\4iss Cook. my 
school teacher, ctl111e inside before she called the 
kids in from recess. l he:ird the bell and tried to 

TIME TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSB-IP 

If you have not yet-._ renewed your 
membership, please do so today. We 
need your continued support and your 
_input. -Use the h~~dy: 'itlleml::lership 
f·orm on the back c;,f :this·,:ne~sletter 
and mail to / - - : 

Fridley Historica1·soci-ety 
611 Mississippi St. __ ,,, 
Fridley, MN 55432 -


